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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed 1 November 2006 has been entered and made of record. 

Response to Arguments 

2. The applicant has amended claims 17 and 18 to overcome the insufficient 
antecedent basis; therefore the rejection of claims 17 and 18 under 35 U.S.C. §112 has 
been withdrawn. 

3. Applicants arguments, see pages 5-8, filed 1 November 2006, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of claim(s) 15-17 under 35 U.S.C. §103 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made In view of Hara (JP Patent 
Publication 09-265481) and Moed et al. (U.S. Patent 5,770,841) in view of Miodonski et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,414,679). 

In the combination of Hara and Moed et al., invalid data is defined as data that 
does not coincide with the data from the database. Neither Hara, nor Moed et al. 
describe that invalid data could be data that coincides with the data from the database; 
therefore the rejection has been withdrawn. 

However, Miodonski et al. disclose an apparatus and method for generating and 
displaying three-dimensional representations (column 2, lines 1-9). Miodonski et al. 
describe that the objects used to generate the three-dimensional representations are 
stored in a target library (database). Each object is given a name (ID data), and the 
apparatus checks if the object's name is unique within the target library (database). If 
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the name is not unique (ID data coincides with stored character information data), the 
name is resolved in any suitable manner for resolving name conflicts, such as 
prompting the user to choose a new name (column 32, lines 3-9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Hara (Japanese Patent Publication 09-265481) and Moed et al. (U.S. Patent 5,770,841) 

in view of Miodonski et al. (U.S. Patent 6,414,679). 

With respect to claim 15, Hara discloses a method and device for storing 

medical image information in relation to identification information corresponding to the 

image information (abstract). Hara describes that medical images are acquired by 

image information systems, such as CT scanners, MRI equipment, and computed 

radiography equipment (paragraph 28). Hara shows in Figure 3 that identification 

information, such as patient's ID number, is included in the acquired medical image 

(paragraph 32). The device includes an ID field extract means to extract the portion of 

the image recognized as the identification information, a character recognition means to 

retrieve the alphanumeric data from the identification portion of the image, and a record 

means (infomiation memorizing means) to record the identification information with the 

corresponding medical image data (paragraph 26). 
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Hara does not describe comparing or operating sections for correcting the 
identification information. 

Moed et al. disclose a system for automatically reading and decoding package 
information (column 1 , lines 7-9). Moed et al. describe that the system captures an 
image of the package and extracts the address (ID data) using optical character 
recognition (OCR). The system attempts to validate that the OCR data (inputted ID 
data) by checking the address against a database of valid addresses (specific character 
information data) (comparing section). If the address in invalid, an image of the address 
is displayed oh an image workstation, and an operator enters the correct address 
(operating section) (column 2, lines 38-44 and column 10, lines 14-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the step of correcting the extracted identification data, as taught by 
Moed et al., in the medical image data filing device of Hara, in order to correct any 
mistakes made by the image information system technicians when they are entering the 
patients identification information. 

In the combination of Hara and Moed et al., invalid data is defined as data that 
does not coincide with the data from the database. Neither Hara, nor Moed et al. 
describe that invalid data could be data that coincides with the data from the database. 

Miodonski et al. disclose an apparatus and method for generating and displaying 
three-dimensional representations (column 2, lines 1-9). Miodonski et al. describe that 
the objects used to generate the three-dimensional representations are stored in a 
target library (database). Each object is given a name (ID data), and the apparatus 
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checks if the object's name is unique within the target library (database). If the name is 
not unique (ID data coincides with stored character information data), the name is 
resolved in any suitable manner for resolving name conflicts, such as prompting the 
user to choose a new name (column 32, lines 3-9). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the idea of correcting ID data that coincides with data stored in a 
database, as taught by Miodonski et al., in the medical image data filing device of Hara 
and Moed et al., in order to verify that the ID data is unique before storing the 
corresponding object in the database (Miodonski et al., column 32, lines 3-9). 

With respect to claim 16, as discussed above, Hara discloses a method and 
device for storing medical image information in relation to identification information 
corresponding to the image information (abstract). Hara describes that medical images 
are acquired by image information systems, such as CT scanners, MRI equipment, and 
computed radiography equipment (paragraph 28). Hara shows in Figure 3 that 
identification information, such as patient's ID number (character image data), is 
included in the acquired medical image (paragraph 32). Hara describes that the system 
includes a character recognition means to retrieve the alphanumeric data from the 
identification portion of the image (paragraph 26). 

With respect to claim 17, as discussed above, Hara discloses a method and 
device for storing medical image information in relation to identification information 
corresponding to the image information (abstract). Hara describes that the identification 
information is stored in a database (character information database) with the 
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corresponding medical image data. The identification information is designated as 
retrieval data, so that the medical image data can be searched based on the inputted 
identification information (character information search section). The character 
information associated with the desired medical images is determined based on the 
comparison between the inputted identification information and the identification 
information stored in the database (comparing and determining sections) (paragraphs 
26 and 28 and Figure 5). 

5. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hara, 
Moed et al., and Miodonski et al. as applied to claims 15-17 above, and further in view 
of Ortega et al. (U.S. Patent 6,144,958). 

As discussed above, Hara discloses a method and device for storing medical 
image information in relation to identification information corresponding to the image 
information (abstract). Hara describes that medical Images are acquired by image 
information systems, such as CT scanners, MRI equipment, and computed radiography 
equipment (paragraph 28). Hara shows in Figure 3 that identification information, such 
as patient's ID number, is included in the acquired medical image (paragraph 32). The 
device includes an ID field extract means to extract the portion of the image recognized 
as the identification information, a character recognition means to retrieve the 
alphanumeric data from the identification portion of the image, and a record means 
(information memorizing means) to record the identification information with the 
corresponding medical image data. The identification information is stored in a database 
with the corresponding medical image data. The identification information is designated 
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as retrieval data, so that the medical image data can be searched based on the inputted 
identification information (character information search section) (paragraphs 26). As 
discussed above, Moed et al. disclose a system for automatically reading and decoding 
package information (column 1, lines 7-9). Moed et al. describe that the system 
captures an image of the package and extracts the address (ID data) to verify that it is 
valid (column 2, lines 38-44). As discussed above, Miodonski et al. Miodonski et al. 
disclose an apparatus and method for generating and displaying three-dimensional 
representations (column 2, lines 1-9). Miodonski et al. describe that the objects used to 
generate the three-dimensional representations are stored in a target library (database). 
Each object is given a name (ID data), and the apparatus checks if the object's name is 
unique within the target library (database). If the name is not unique (ID data coincides 
with stored character information data), the name is resolved in any suitable manner for 
resolving name conflicts, such as prompting the user to choose a new name (column 
32, lines 3-9). 

Neither Hara, Moed et al., nor Miodonski et al. describe that the operating 
sections corrects the inputted identification information before conducting the search. 

Ortega et al. disclose a system and method for correcting misspelled terms within 
search queries using a database of correlation data that indicates correlations between 
search terms (column 1 , lines 63-66). The method is invoked when a search query is 
submitted. The correlation database is used to generate a list of related terms to the 
search query. The user is then prompted to select the appropriate replacement term 
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from the list. Once the modified query is selected, it is used to perform the search 
(column 2, lines 8-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to correct the search query, as taught by Ortega et al., using the identification 
information from the database described in the medical image data filing device of Hara, 
Moed et al., and Miodonski et al., in order to preemptively correct any mistakes in the 
search string when retrieving medical images for a specific patient (Ortega et al., 
column 2, lines 8-30). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Damon Conover whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5448. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta, can be reached at (571) 272-7453. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiat|on for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
(800) 786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or (571) 272-1000. 
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